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¢ ISTT President Attends the 33 ASPA
Board of Directors Meeting

The 33 ASPA Board of Directors
Meeting was held in Iran at the
University of Tehran’s Science and
Technology Park. This meeting
which was held on the 8" of May
during the 12" ASPA Leaders
Meeting convened with the
attendance of 7 board members
out of its total of 16 including the
president of Isfahan Science and
Technology Town (ISTT), Dr Mehdi
Keshmiri, President of ASPA

and Kanagawa Science Park,

Dr. Hirohisa Uchida,

Secretary-General of ASPA, Dr.
Sunkook Kwon, Director General
of Central Taiwan Science Park,

Dr. Ming-Huang Chen, Director of
the Investment Division of Hsinchu
Science Park, Mr. Hui-Hung Lin,
President of Fars Science and
Technology Park, Dr. Farid Mor and
President of Kyoto Research Park,
Mr. Kazuya Matsuo.

During the meeting, board
members were informed about
ASPA's current member status,

2016 activities and budget plan
for 2017 and were updated with
the ASPA Awards new evaluation
criteria. All board members agreed
to update their ASPA Awards
evaluation criterias, which were
suggested by ASPA's secretariat.

The 34" ASPA Board of
Directors meeting will be held on
October 19" in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam during the 213 ASPA
Annual Conference.

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
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€ Malaysian
Mayor
Visits ISTT

The Mayor of Putrajaya City,

Mr. Hasin Ismail visited Isfahan
Science and Technology

Town (ISTT) with several of his
companions on the 30" of April,
2017. During his visit, he met with
the management team at ISTT
and was further familiarized with
the activities that go on within a
Science and Technology Park and
Incubator. The management team

A delegation of Chinese business
men and women representing
companies working in different
sectors of the Chinese economy
visited Isfahan Science and
Technology Town (ISTT) on the

1%t of May, 2017. This delegation
that was brought to ISTT by Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce was looking
for Iranian domestic counterparts

to partner and collaborate with.

\.tt 1-.:

() Shahr-e Fard

explained that ISTT was the first
and pioneering town in Iran to be
dedicated to the advancement

of Innovation and the interaction
of University studies, Industry
requirements, and Governmental
policies and that this town has
thus far helped in the formation of

480 knowledge-based companies.

The Mayor expressed his interest
in the achievements of the town

The delegation consisted of
representatives from the Logistic,
Chemical, Steel, City Services,
Construction and ICT industries
and also a few from various
universities and the Chinese Trade
Development Council.

The delegation met with the
management team at ISTT and was
informed about the activities of the

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
4" Year | No. 11 June 2017

and was eager to meet with the
company CEOQ's settled at ISTT.
On his tour of ISTT he visited
the companies Shahrah Dadeh
Parsian, Shole Aria, and Nano1l.

During his visit of Nano1,
different applications of the
company'’s products for an urban
environment were discussed and
possible future collaborations
examined.

€ Chinese
Delegation
of Business
Men and
Women
Visits ISTT

town and its settled companies.
After the meeting a tour of several
companies that worked in similar
fields of expertise to the members of
the delegation was organized for the
delegation. This tour included the
companies Shahrah Dadeh Parsian
and Kavir Khodro. The delegation
members found the tour insightful
and hoped for the continuation of
established relations.



¢ IRIS Signs
MOU with
ECOSF
during its
International
Training
Workshop

Isfahan Regional Center for
Technology Incubator & Science
Park Development (IRIS) - under the
auspices of UNESCO organized a
training workshop with the support
and cooperation of Isfahan Science
& Technology Town (ISTT) and in
collaboration with the International
Science, Technology and Innovation
Centre for South-South Cooperation
also under the auspices of UNESCO
(ISTIC), and the Economic
Cooperation Organization’s (ECO)
Science Foundation (ECOSF).
IASP’s West Asia and North Africa
Division (WANA) also contributed to
the workshop.

This 4 day workshop focused on
“Technology-Based Entrepreneurship
for Developing Countries* and had
participants from ECO countries
including, Pakistan, Azerbaijan,
Kyrgyzstan, Iraq and Iran and also

a number from the international
community including Italy, Malaysia,
Oman, Bangladesh and Korea.

IRIS and ECOSF signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) during the opening ceremony
of the workshop on April 25", 2017
in the Abbasi Hotel in Isfahan,

Iran. Under this MoU, ECOSF and
IRIS will work together to further

strengthen the mutual collaboration
in development of S&T Parks

and Incubation Centers and in

the promotion of Innovative and
Entrepreneurial Initiatives in the ECO
region.

This jointly organized workshop
took advantage and offered the
expertise of the representatives of
three international organizations
(IRIS, ISTIC and ECOSF) making
it unique in its kind. The directors
of these organizations addressed
the participants during the opening
ceremony and explained why such
an alliance is beneficial and how they
intend to complement each other.

Prof. Dr. Manzoor Soomro,
President of ECOSF, explained that
in line with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development set by the
United Nations, the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals defined therein
and the explicit recognition of the role
of science, technology and innovation
as a vital driver of sustainability,
ECOSF plans to partner up with IRIS
in the dissemination of the culture of
establishing Science and Technology
Parks and Technology Business
Incubators and also in the provision
of scientific capacity building to ECO
countries. With IRIS’s extensive

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
June 2017
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experience in the development
and management of technology
parks and ECOSF'’s vast reach
and influence in the ECO countries
the collaboration has the potential
to create great impact and induce
development.

In her welcoming speech,

Dr. Sharifah Maimunah Syed Zin,
Director of ISTIC, emphasized

on the track record of successful
cooperation between ISTIC and
IRIS and hoped that the partnership
continues for years to come.

In conclusion Dr. Mohammad Javad
Omidi, Director of IRIS, stressed

that the joint intent behind such
collaborations and workshops

is to increase the realization of
technological solutions to social
needs and demands. He expressed
hope that the exposure of individuals
with key roles in developing countries
to the concepts of Technology—based
Entrepreneurship is the cause of a
ripple effect towards innovation and
entrepreneurism in the participants
originating countries.

The workshop concluded on the
28" of April, 2017 at the closing
ceremony of the 13" Sheikh-Bahai
Technopreneurship Festival
organized by ISTT.




Italy’s Minister of Research &
Education, Mrs. Valeria Fedeli
visited Isfahan Science and
Technology Town (ISTT) on
the 20" of April, 2017.

Italy’s Minister of Education was
accompanied by a delegation

of 150 persons consisting of

heads of universities, research
institutes, and Italian companies,
on her two-day visit to Iran. The
delegation participated in the

first Italian-Iranian scientific,
technological and innovative
session which incorporated several
of ISTT's settled knowledge based
companies alongside various
others from science and technology
parks around Iran.

With the conclusion of the business
matching session the Minister and
several persons from her ministry
and the Ambassador of Italy to
Iran, Mauro Conciatori, visited
ISTT, the pioneering and leading
Science and Technology Park

in Iran to see in action what the
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Iranian Science and Technology
community had achieved within the
last two decades. During their visit
they met with ISTT's management
team and several of its settled
tenants after which the Minister
expressed her satisfaction towards
the visit and called it extremely eye
opening. She acknowledged ISTT's
capacity in creating knowledge-
based economic development in
the region.

In her meeting with ISTT president,
Dr. Mehdi Keshmiri, she conveyed
her hope to strengthen relations
and cooperation between the
scientific and technological
communities of both countries and
to see Italian companies settled at
ISTT. She went on to say that by
this visit she has come to believe
that both parties have passed the
MoU signing phase and have now
reached the phase of taking action.

Dr. Keshmiri mentioned that over
the past two years good working
relations have been established

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
1 June 2017

¢ ltaly’s
Minister of

Education
Visits ISTT

between the Ministries of Science
and Education of Iran and ltaly

for scientific and technological
collaborations. He also added

that he hopes that these bilateral
meetings and the visit of the
minister to ISTT result in the
cooperation and collaboration of
Iranian knowledge-based start-ups
with their Italian counterparts.

Mrs. Fedeli also congratulated
ISTT on becoming the host to

the International Association

of Science Parks and Areas of
Innovation (IASP) 35" World
Conference in 2018, and felt
optimistic towards the participation
of Italian representatives at the
conference.

She also articulated that these
visits and sessions intend to further
develop the bilateral relations
already established between Iran
and Italy, but is not limited to just
the two countries and can easily be
extended to a wider international
scope.



» Sessions dedicated to the Introduction of New Methods and
Models for the Promotion of Entrepreneurship

* Universities and Investment
Organizations:

In recent years a number of
universities and advanced
research organizations have

opted to collaborate and invest

in technology-based companies
and start-ups. In these cases, the
investment and input of universities
consist of: Use of their laboratories
and technical knowledge and
specialists. The important factor

to these collaborations is the
inclusion of universities and
organizations in the risk involved
with the potential loss and gain of
joint ventures.

* New Funding Mechanisms

In collaboration with Iran Fara
Bourse Company and other
institutes, new methods for
providing funding to Entrepreneurs,
Technopreneurs and Technology—
based start-ups have been
developed. In the 13" Sheikh-
Bahai Technopreneurship
Festival, the four major methods
to providing funding consisted

of: Intellectual Property Market,
Small and Medium-sized
Enterprise (SME) Market, Project
Fund and Joint Venture Fund.
These methods were introduced
to participants with the help of

examples by the heads of the
management team of Iran Fara
Bourse Company.

* Philanthropists that Support
Entrepreneurship

Philanthropists have in recent
years approached the concept of
providing funds to entrepreneurs
and technopreneurs because of
the positive effect and role they
play in society. In the 13" Sheikh-
Bahai Technopreneurship Festival
previous examples of collaboration
were presented and the process
and manor to attaining their
support was also explained.

Iran’s Minister of Science, Research and Technology, Prof. Dr. Mohammad Farhadi visited a number of the
festival booths dedicated to knowledge-based companies, met with their CEOs and launched their knowledge-
based products. He also addressed the festival audience during the closing ceremony where he highlighted
the importance of such events to the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology and also the many other
achievements of ISTT including its winning the bid to host the IASP 2018 World Conference in Isfahan.

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
June 2017
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Non-Competitive Section

In the 13" Sheikh-Bahai Technopreneurship Festival, 89 Business Plans were approved by
the festival secretariat to be pitched to investors and interested parties as part of one of the
programs organized for the non-competitive section of the festival. This part of the festival led to
many onsite negotiations between technological entrepreneurs and innovators with investors.
Apart from the impromptu negotiations taking place, there were special lots allocated to large
institutions, companies and investors for individual meetings with the festivals presented
entrepreneurs in an area hamed “The Nesha Area”. In the previous festival there were 14

allocated lots to Nesha (Connection Starting Points), but this year there were 18 allocated lots.

Also as part of the non-competitive programs presented, the festival incorporated an exhibition
section. The festival used the exhibition to provide investors and interested parties an up-close
viewing of the recent technological accomplishments of domestic and international entrepreneurs.

This year there were two international booths at the exhibition. One was dedicated to the World
Technopolis Association (WTA), represented by their Director of International Affairs and the second
to a Korean private company, Klabs, working on 3D printers.

Also as part of the side activities of the festival there were several specialized sessions:

» Sessions dedicated to Knowledge and Experience Sharing

In these sessions the previous interested participants. These * How to Work with Investors
experience and knowledge of categories included the sharing of * Internationalization of Domestic
successful entrepreneurs were knowledge and experience on: Companies and Cooperation with

presented in three categories to  Social Entrepreneurship International Companies




“Best Technopreneurial Sponsorship Opportunity” Award

Name of Recipient Technopreneurial Plan

No plan deemed eligible for Grand Prize

Oral presentation of the Formulation and
Hamed Shah-Mirzaie Production of Synthetic and Organic Liquid Excellence Prize
Fertilizers

TV VT Y

“Best Student Business Plans” Award

Name of Recipient Technopreneurial Plan

Amin Esrafili Anti-Theft Manhole Covers Grand Prize

Production of composite pipes
and storage units with
anti-cracking, anti-rusting and
anti-explosive properties

Ehsan Ghorbani Excellence Prize

Zahra Hashemi-far NETEINECEiar (lEHEE Excellence Prize
Race Rescue

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
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“Best Technopreneur” Award in the ‘Matured Companies’ Category

Technopreneurial
Plan

Name of Recipient Company Name

No plan deemed eligible for Grand Prize

Hamidreza Ghalamkari Sepahan Daneh Parsian . Gl . Excellence Prize
Livestock Feed Premix

Hasib Administrative Planning and Budgeting Excellence Prize

Hadi Khaje Automation Website (IPBS)

“Best Technopreneur” Award in the ‘Social Impact’ Category

Technopreneurial

Name of Recipient Company Name Plan

Hamid Amir Seyyedi Hamoon Agrlcultura_ll and Faraz- Iranian Grand Prize
International Services Greenhouse
“Best Business Planner” Award
Name of Recipient Technopreneurial Plan
Ali Davari Dolat Abadi Launch of an Angiograph Industrial Grand Prize
Production Complex
Hadis Soltani Semi- Automatic Car Systems Excellence Prize

Anti-Snow and Ice Solvent for Asphalt

Excellence Prize
and Pavements

Alireza Ghanbari

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
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Out of 26 business plans approved by the festival
secretariat to compete in the competition before the
festival, 14 plans were awarded prizes in different
categories as follows:

“Best Technopreneur” Award in the ‘Start-Up’ Category

Name of Recipient

Mohammad Reza
Mahmoudian

Mohammad Erfan

Alireza Shirdel

Fatima Eidy

Company Name Technopreneurial

Plan

Pishran Zamharir Cryogenic Tanks Grand Prize

Mashregh Ghazal
Idea Processing

Upgrading of

. . Excellence Prize
Electronic Magazines

Hoodak Teb Digital Eye Chart

Excellence Prize
Seaweed

Fanavaran Sabz Dar

Ghaleh-Ghazi

Nano-Mask
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Festival Structure

The festival is made up of two
parts; a competitive and a
non-competitive section. This year
the competitive part of the festival
incorporated the identification

of “Best Technopreneurs”, “Best
Business Planners”, “Best
Technopreneurial Sponsorship
Opportunities” and “Best

Student Business Plans”. The
non-competitive section of the
festival included presentation

of investment opportunities, an
exhibition, specialized sessions

(- Shahr-e Farda

of knowledge and experience
sharing, a session dedicated

to philanthropists interested in
supporting entrepreneurship
and a session dedicated to the
introduction of new methods for
attaining funding in cooperation
with Iran Fara Bourse. Isfahan
Regional Center for Technology
Incubator and Science Park
Development, under the
auspices of UNESCO (IRIS)
also organized a training

workshop in collaboration with the

Isfahan Science and Technology Town
4" Year | No. 11 June 2017

International Science, Technology
and Innovation Centre for
South-South Cooperation

also under the auspices

of UNESCO(ISTIC), and

the Economic Cooperation
Organization’s (ECO) Science
Foundation (ECOSF) which
focused on “Technology-Based
Entrepreneurship for Developing
Countries “ as part of the
international side programs
organized during the festival.



we should embrace all
entrepreneurs and innovative
thinkers to our Islamic regime
and appreciate their effort in
improving entrepreneurism and
in creating economic prosperity,
by rendering strong support
towards them. Now that a

group of entrepreneurial and
technopreneurial elites have
gathered together at the National
Sheikh-Bahai Technopreneurship
Festival, | feel it is necessary to
re-emphasize this government
support to all active participants
of the entrepreneurial ecosystem
and our intension to actualize
preplanned programs for

the development of the
entrepreneurial and business
oriented environments within
Iran to its international peaks.
Although | am not there with

you in person, | thank each

and every one of you and relay
my trust in your bright futures.

| also ask that you patiently
continue on this path of scientific
and innovative development

and vigorously persist on
establishing knowledge-based
activities and companies. | ask
all our managers and persons
that are somehow in contact
with those who walk the line of
technological development and
who have endeavored to be
innovative, to assist in swiftly
resolving their issues and to

use all of the capacity available
to them in the 6" National Five
Year Development Plan and the
Support of Knowledge-based
Companies and Institutes Act.

| emphasize on this because the
future of our Islamic Iran will only
be guaranteed by the effort of our
innovative, entrepreneur and risk
taking youth.’

28" of April, 2017
Dr. Hassan Rouh
President of the I.R.

¢ ISTT Holds

the 13* Sheikh-Bahai
Technopreneurship

Festival

Isfahan Science and Technology
Town (ISTT) annually organizes a
festival to formally recognize and
introduce domestic technopreneurs
to interested parties. This festival
which is known as the Sheikh-
Bahai National Technopreneurship
Festival (SHTF) aims to foster a
culture of creativity, innovation

and technopreneurship, and

to identify and encourage
technopreneurs throughout the
world. The festival encompasses all
technopreneurial fields of science
including healthcare and medical
sciences, fundamental sciences,
technical sciences and engineering,
agriculture, humanities, culture, art,
etc.

During the festival, the
identification, evaluation and
ranking of investment opportunities
available for the development of
technology, and the introduction of

these opportunities to investors,
businessmen and women,
researchers, philanthropists,
entrepreneurs and all who are
interested in the expansion

of entrepreneurship and
technopreneurship takes place.

This year the 13" Sheikh-Bahai
Festival was held from the 27" to
28" of April, 2017 at Isfahan City
Center Complex. This festival

is renowned in Iran and the
region for its effectiveness and
ingenuity, as thus it has always
received the support and backing
of the government. The 13"
Technopreneurship Festival also
received a message from the
president of Iran and benefited
from the presence of the Minister
of Science, Research and
Technology, and the Governor
and Mayor of Isfahan during its
closing ceremony.
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Message by the President of Iran to
13" Sheikh-Bahai Technopreneurship Festival

H.E. Dr. Hassan Rouhani, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran addressed the Sheikh-Bahai Technopreneurship
Festival (SHTF) in a message which was read at the festival’s closing ceremony by the president of Isfahan Science and
Technology Town (ISTT). The message addressing the festival was as follows:

‘Our Islamic Iran, with its rich history
and civilization has started a new
and unique era. Today, on the one
hand, we have achieved sovereignty
and independence after 4 decades
of constant vigilance and labor,

and on the other hand we have
embarked with great enthusiasm to
reach the peaks of development and
social equality in an environment of
rationality and peace.

At such times of which most of the
countries in our region are suffering
from insecurity as a result of
extremism and external interference,
our proud nation has endeavored

éﬁﬁh_

to pursue sustainable economic
growth in an exemplary secure and
peaceful environment.

We value the opportunity that

the National Sheikh-Bahai
Technopreneurship Festival
creates in gathering entrepreneurs,
technopreneurs and innovators
from around the country, whom
carry the sole responsibility of
development on their shoulders.
The Government and |, express our
gratitude and happiness towards our
youth for their movement towards
the establishment of start-ups

and innovative knowledge-based
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companies. | can declare with great
certainty that our youth and the path
they have chosen in creating wealth
from new opportunities are our hope
and source of optimism for a bright
future.

The Government of Prudence and
Hope will support young start-ups
and entrepreneurs in all fields and
at all levels, and will also assist

in providing the facilities and

tools needed in alleviating their
requirements despite all obstacles
placed in the way.

| believe that instead of pessimism
towards our innovative youth,
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Offering support to
knowledge-based
companies is of the
utmost importance and
the country’s top priority
and it is the best solution
for eradicating the two
main social problems

of unemployment and
recession.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution
June 14, 2016
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