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Isfahan Regional Center for Technology

Incubators & Science Parks Development
{under the auspices of UNESCO)

Introduction

In order to address the problems that
are currently limiting the success
of science parks and technology
incubators in developing countries, a
Regional Centre for Science Parks and
Technology Incubators Development
was approved to be established in
Isfahan, Iran, under the auspices
of UNESCO. The main emphasis
of the work of the centre would be
on facilitating the integration of a
developmental approach into science,
technology and innovation, organizing
capacity building, providing policy
advice, facilitating the exchange of
experience and best practices, and
conducting research and problem
solving in science parks and
technology incubators development.
The initial focus of this would be
in issues related to countries in the
Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO): Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan,
but it may have broader potential and
take an international lead with time.

Mission:

This regional center intends to prepare
the ground for the development of
technology incubators and science
parks in the region through providing
consultations, training courses and
capacity building. The center is also
going to facilitate the international
relations among science parks and
incubators with their counterparts in
the region.

About IRIS

Objectives and activities of the Center:

This center will act as a regional platform for promoting the development of
science parks and technology incubators mostly in ECO countries (including
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkey, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Iran). The basic activities of the
center would be:

(a) Conducting capacity-building: the centre will conduct regional training
programmes, workshops, seminars and conferences for science parks and
technology incubators stakeholders

(b) Providing technical assistance: the centre will provide countries in the
region with technical assistance in science parks and technology incubators
governance

(c) Facilitating knowledge transfer

(d) Supporting research.

(e) Networking: the centre will facilitate network development, collaborative
research and development (R&D) and training programmes at regional and
international levels, which will include developing linkages to designated
nodal centres in participating countries; and

(f) Information exchange and dissemination: the centre will promote
information exchange and dissemination, including publishing books and
journal articles on science parks and technology incubators.

This regional center will cooperate with existing regional and international
networks on science parks and technology incubators such as IASP, ASPA,
UNIDO, WTA and WAITRO and promote new partnerships through the
development of mutually beneficial research and development programs.

The structure of the centre:

The centre will have a Governing Board, an Executive Committee, and a
Director.

(a) The Governing Board

(b) The Executive Committee

(c) The Director of the center




-

Objectives:

« Industrial renovation and competitiveness

« Bridging the technological divide

« Encouraging entrepreneurial and innovative
thinking

« National empowerment

« Job creation for young scientists

« Developing the infrastructure necessary for the
growth of innovative companies

« Attracting knowledge-based businesses

« Enhancing interaction between scientific and
research organizations and economic sectors

« Promoting commercialization of research results

« Encouraging industries to invest in knowledge-
based development and commercialization

« Attracting R&D units as tenant institutions in the
park

« Attracting international companies to form joint
ventures with local companies

« Providing value-added services based on
international standards

IO

Structure:

ISTT is composed of:

. Administration and staff

» A pre-incubation program (6 months)

« Incubation programs in different geographical
locations in the province, focusing on general
and special technical areas (3 to 5 years)

« 510 10 parks in the master plan

« Provincial Research & Technology Network

ISTT Mission:

To promote  knowledge-based  economic
development by supporting innovative companies,
fostering  entrepreneurial  culture,  creating
science and technology parks and incubators,
and stimulating the flow of knowledge amongst
universities, scientific organizations, companies
and market

ISTT Vision:

To be the key organization for development of
Isfahan Region by attracting human resources
and creating a knowledge-based society through
establishing a special technology zone within the
next 5 years

S OF & About ISTT



ISTT & IRIS

Isfahan Science and Technology Town (ISTT),
as a pioneering organization, is a combination
of many Science Parks and Incubators in 520ha
of land, located next to the Isfahan University of
Technology (1UT) in the North of Isfahan, IRAN.
The town started its official operations in 2000,
and includes Science Parks, Pre-incubator, and
Incubators.

As provisioned in ISTT's master plan, it is an
environment where different elements such as
research centers, manufacturing and service
companies, and R&D units of government
organizations and/or industrial units have been
conglomerated into a vast town.

About ISTT
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Sheikh-bahai National
Technopreneurship Festival

About Festival:

Sheikh Bahai Technopreneurship Festival is
held every year in the city of Isfahan.

Sheikh Baha-e-din Mohammad Ameli was one of the
great Islamic Iranian scientists and a man of honor who
has been the source of providing many valuable scientific,
cultural and development services to the country.
Therefore, in order to praise him and to commemorate
his name this festival was named after his name, Sheikh
Bahai.

Sheikh Bahai Festival encompasses all technopreneurial
fields including technical and engineering, hygienic
and medicine, basic sciences, agriculture, humanities,
culture and art, services, etc. The festival is not limited to
any special group orany special field, age, sex oreducation.
The geographic scope of the festival is not also limited to
Iran. The Iranian technopreneurs living abroad who have
great technopreneurial achievements are also invited to
attend the festival and participate in different sections.

Objectives:
Sheikh Bahai Technopreneurship Festival is held every
year to:
« Foster the culture of creativity, innovation and
technopreneurship
« |dentify and encourage Iranian technopreneurs
throughout the world
* Encourage, introduce and praise the superior
technopreneurs in society

Structure:

» Competition Section

 Non-competition Section
The festival is held in two competition and non-
competition  sections. Recognition of the best
technopreneurs, the best business planners as well as
identifying the best technopreneur sponsors will be carried
out in the competition section. The non-competition
includes exhibition, idea exchange market and training
seminars. It is hoped that through organizing this festival
we can make cooperation and enhance relations between
Iranian expatriate entrepreneurs and different elements of
technopreneurship in the country.

S a9t " About Festival
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