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ISTT Moves Forward with
Preparations for IASP 2018
World Conference

Isfahan Science and Technology
Town (ISTT) is going to be the
host organization for the 35th
IASP world conference in Sep-
tember of 2018. With the con-
ference dates rapidly approach-
ing, the conference organizing
committee has been busy coor-
dinating the different events
and programs a summary of
which is available:

The registration process has
commenced and its extended
early bird period came to an
end on the 1st. of July, 2018. The
normal registration is still open.
Prof. Klaus R. Kunzmann, an ex-
pert in spatial planning, archi-
tecture and urban planning has
been selected as the conference
key speaker. He has been the
chair holder for European Spa-
tial planning, Director of Re-
search at the Institut fur Raum-
plnung of the University of
Dortmond, published 17 books
mainly in the field of city and re-
gional development and cultur-

al industries, etc.

The conference cultural and
technical tours were finalized.
Apart from a cultural tour of the
beautiful and historical city of
Isfahan, 3 simultaneous techni-
cal and cultural tours to the cit-
ies of Yazd, Shiraz and Tehran
have been organized for the
participants to choose amongst.
All authors of abstracts selected
by the steering committee were
informed to send in their full pa-
pers, the set deadline of which
has now passed. The sent pa-
pers have been evaluated and
the decision for oral presenta-
tion or publication was made in
the steering committee meeting
held in May in Isfahan.

This meeting was organized
from the 6th to 8th of May in
Isfahan. Different  decisions
were made and settled during
this period.

Isfahan Regional Center for
Technology Incubator and Sci-
ence Park Development (IRIS)

under the auspices of UNESCO
is a close collaborator and sup-
porter of this conference due to
the close relationship between
the theme of the conference
with the UN development Goals.
For more information you can
visit the conference website at
www.iasp2018isfahan.com.
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Prof. Klaus R.
Kunzmann, an
expert in spatial
planning, archi-
tecture and urban
planning has been
selected as the
conference key
speaker
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Dr. Seyed Mehdi Abtahi

Appointed as the President

of ISTT
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Dr. Mansour Gholami, Iran's
Minister of Science, Research
and Technology appointed Dr.
Mehdi Abtahi to the presidency
of Isfahan Science and Technol-
ogy Town (ISTT) in an official
decree. Developing the interna-
tional relations of ISTT and its
settled companies, accommo-
dating the needed conditions to
the settlement of credible inter-
national companies at ISTT, im-
proving the quantitative and
qualitative services provided by
ISTT to its tenant companies
and simultaneously developing
the quantitative presence of
these institutes in regional, na-
tional and international mar-
kets, as well as strengthening
relations and cooperation with

local authorities and organiza-
tions were part of the hopes ex-
pressed by the Minister to be
achieved by the newly appoint-
ed president.

Dr. Mehdi Abtahi is a faculty
member of the Civil Engineering
Department of Isfahan Universi-
ty of Technology (IUT).

He received his B.S. in Civil Engi-
neering and his Masters and
Ph.D. in Civil Transport and
Transportation from Iran Uni-
versity of Science and Technolo-
gy.

Dr. Abtahi has had more than 70
published articles in national
and international scientific pub-
lications and conferences. He
has authored 3 books and is the
patent holder of 5 different in-

ventions.

Prior to this appointment he has
been the IUT Vice President for
student affairs for the period of
2001-2005 and also the IUT Vice
President for Research and
Technology since 2013.

Dr. Mehdi Keshmiri, the ex-pres-
ident of ISTT was also promoted
to assume the position of Depu-
ty of Technological Affairs for
the Deputy Minister of Science,
Research and Technology. From
this position he oversees do-
mestic policy making and plan-
ning in relation to technological
affairs at the Ministry of SRT.



The Director of IRIS Shares Iran’s
Experience on the Management
of STPs and Incubators with
Indonesian STPs

The Director of IRIS, Dr. Mo-
hammad Javad Omidi attended
a workshop with the theme of
“Training for Trainers on the De-
velopment of Science Parks in
Indonesia” from the 19th to the
20th of April, 2018 in Jakarta, In-
donesia.

This workshop had 36 partici-
pants from the 15 different Sci-
ence and Technology Parks in
Indonesia who were eager to
benefit from the extensive ex-
perience and knowledge of its
panel of speakers attending
from many parts of the world.
During his speech at the work-
shop, Dr. Omidi elaborated the

path that the Science and Tech-
nology ecosystem of Iran has
taken from its first launch of Is-
fahan Science and Technology
Town (ISTT) over twenty years
ago. He highlighted the impor-
tance of ISTT as a mentor and
policy setter to the establish-
ment and development of over
40 STPs and 200 Incubators
around Iran thus far. He also
went on to explain how ISTT
supports its more than 500 set-
tled companies working in dif-
ferent fields of technology.

Dr. Omidi also described how
Isfahan Regional Center for
Technology Incubator and Sci-

ence Park Development (IRIS), a
UNESCO Category II center has
been established at ISTT which
engages in the dissemination of
knowledge and experience per-
taining to the management of
STPs and Incubators worldwide.
Dr. Omidi elaborated on how
previous workshops in develop-
ing countries has helped in the
development of S&T parks and
incubators in their originating
countries and that apart from
their current workshop through
IRIS the Indonesian STPs can
widen their reach to a world of
experience and knowhow.
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ISTT Settled Company Becomes
a Member of the Global Water
Partnership

ISTT settled company working
in the field of water and waste-
water treatment, Nilfam Eng
Co., became a partner of the
Global Water Partnership in
February, 2018.

This organization, GWP, creates
and communicates information
about integrated water resource
management which contributes
to improved water governance
and, ultimately, water security.
Together with its Partners, they
provide knowledge resources
and capacity building activities

for solving water problems.

Nilfam Eng Co. is one of Iran’s
leading companies in the de-
sign, construction, installation
and launch of Novel Wastewa-
ter Treatment Packages &
Plants. This company is the first
company to produce an all in
one novel wastewater treatment
package by the integration of
anaerobic, anoxic and aerobic
treatment processes and by uti-
lizing the benefits of integrating
growth (suspended and sticking
growth on Medias) and baffle

bioreactors at the same time.
With its extensive knowledge
and more than two decades of
experience Nilfam Eng Co. will
be a valuable partner to this or-
ganization.

Nilfam Eng Co. has been settled
at ISTT since 2013 and as such
has also received the Excellent
Prize from the Asian Science
Parks Association (ASPA) in
2015.
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ISTT Representative Participates
in FemTalent Forum 2018
in Barcelona

Isfahan Science and Technolo-
gy Town's Director for Interna-
tional Affairs, Ms. Mozhgan
Yazdianpour attended FemTal-
ent 2018, an international fo-
rum for inspiring global female
talent especially in the field of
international projects in re-
search, technology and innova-
tion.

This year the forum focused on
women in leading positions at
the different Science and Tech-
nology Parks distributed world-
wide. As such ISTT's representa-
tive, Ms. Yazdianpour
participated in the forums
round table session with Gabri-
ela Cardozo, Technical director
at the Pontifical Catholic Uni-
versity of Rio Grande do Sul
from Brazil, Justyna Adamska,
PR and Marketing Manager at
Poznan Science and Technolo-
gy Park from Poland, Hauwa
Yabani, Programmes Portfolio
Manager at Abuja Technology
Village Free Zone from Nigeria.
The Digital Transformation is
impacting all sectors of the la-
bor market internationally.
Women are active participants
in this revolution from different
origins, cultures, social classes,
religions, and age. With this in
mind, the femtalent forum
wanted to showcase interna-
tionally diverse models as a ref-
erence and example to encour-
age the participation of women
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in future professions, where
technology will be a key aspect.
The forum also benefited from
the presence of Barcelona’s
Mayor, Ms. Ada Colau as a key-
note speaker and thus Ms.
Yazdianoiur approached the
mayor on ISTT's behalf and in-
troduced Iran's science and
technology ecosystem, its many

science parks and ISTT itself p

along with the organization of
35th IASP world conference in
Isfahan from the 2nd to the 5th
of September this year.

This event was hosted and or-
ganized by Barcelona Activa
(Barcelona City Council), XPCAT
(The Network of Science &
Technology parks of Catalonia),
and IASP Women Network.
The main subject of femtalent
forum emphasizes on top

women in international arena
and/or those who are leading
international projects in re-
search, industry and innovation.

)
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This year the
forum focused on
women in leading
positions at the
different Science
and Technology
Parks distributed
worldwide
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The Swiss State Secretary
for Education, Research and
Innovation Visits ISTT

H.E. Mr. Mauro Dell’Ambrogio,
the State Secretary for Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation
visited Isfahan Science and
Technology Town with a dele-
gation of Swiss Academics. This
visit was prompted from the of-
ficial invitation of the Iranian
Minister of Science, Research
and Technology.

During his visit of ISTT, Mr. Mau-
ro DellAmbrogio mentioned
that he was most pleased to
have had the chance to meet
with Iranian entrepreneurs and
was most surprised at their level
of achievement. He went on to
hope that within the framework

of scientific internationalization,
Switzerland and Iran can reach
mutual understandings that
trigger cooperation in many
fields of activity.

Whilst at ISTT, the Swiss delega-
tion met with several of the set-
tled knowledge-based compa-
nies including SBR Co., Surgical
Suture Co. and Behyar Sanat
Sepahan Co.

During his visit of
ISTT, Mr. Mauro
Dell’Ambrogio
mentioned that
he was most
pleased to have
had the chance to
meet with Iranian
entrepreneurs
and was most
surprised at their
level of achieve-
ment
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The 5th Steering Committee
Meeting for the IASP Isfahan 2018
Conference Convened in Isfahan

The fifth steering committee
meeting for the IASP Isfahan
2018 conference was held at Isfa-
han Science and Technology
Town (ISTT) in Isfahan, on the 7th
of May, 2018. This meeting con-
vened at the Sheikh Bahai build-
ing with the participation of sev-
eral of its international members
including Luis Sanz, Director
General of IASP, Daniela Carolina
Eckert, Executive Manager at Fe-
evale Techpark, Brazil, and Maria
Adahl, Director of Open Arena
Urban Development at Johan-
nesburg Science Park, Sweden.
Also participating in this meeting
were the Iranian members of the
committee including the presi-
dents of ISTT, Fars Science and
Technology Park (FSTP), Yazd
Science and Technology Park
(YSTP) and Mazandaran Science
and Technology Park. This meet-
ing covered various subjects in-
cluding the Keynote Speaker, the
Invited Speakers, the number of
plenary and parallel sessions, the
number of full paper admissions,
the finalization and grouping of
authors chosen for oral presenta-
tion during the plenary and par-
allel sessions of the conference,
etc.

The topic of Invited Speakers was
also discussed and the several
persons contacted by ISTT intro-
duced to the committee. The an-
nouncement of which will follow
shortly after further negotiations
of the host organization.

The evaluation of received pa-
pers by the conference secretari-
at yielded 35 full papers from 22

different countries to be present-
ed during the conference.

With the final selection of papers,
the conference plenary and par-
allel sessions were also finalized.
This conference will benefit from
5 plenary sessions and 8 parallel
sessions for the presentation of
papers and conclusions.

The five main panels will discuss
five major issues in relation to the
main theme of the conference
which is “Towards sustainable cit-
ies" and communities: fostering
innovation ecosystems”.

These topics include: Cities, STPs
and other areas of Innovation:
challenges and strategies; New
tools and functions for cities and
areas of innovation; Community
Challenges and Social Innova-
tion; Entrepreneurship for growth
and sustainability in STPs and
AOL.

With the conclusion of the meet-
ing the members then visited
several of ISTT's settled knowl-
edge-based companies for fur-
ther familiarization with the host

organization and the conference
venue, the Abbasi Hotel, to as-
sess the suitability of its halls and
exhibition area to the conference.
The foreign steering committee
members also met with the Dep-
uty Minister for Research and
Technology, the Head of the Sci-
entific and International Cooper-
ation Center of the Ministry of
Science Research and Technolo-
gy and the Head of International
Cooperation at the Vice Presi-
dency for Science and Technolo-
gy. During the meeting assuranc-
es were made towards giving the
full support of the Ministry of
Science, Research and Technolo-
gy toISTT in organizing an exem-
plary conference in Isfahan.

ISTT is the host organization for
the 35th IASP World Conference
on Science Parks and Areas of In-
novation scheduled to take place
from the 2nd to the 5th of Sep,
2018.

For more information please visit:
iasp2018isfahan.com
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